


In Doing Time — an environment created for the Surrey Art Galery in 1988 — Blackbridge
collaborated with four female ex-inmates, three of whom were women of colour. In this work,
where a maze of grey walls transformed the gailery into a prison, twenty-four clothed papercast
portraits of the former prisoners were set near inscriptions that chronicled their experiences
inside and outside jail.

Blackbridge has contributed her values to a mother who took her to art galleries and picket lines
when she was young. Other strong influences are medieval European sculpture, the paintings of
Joe Cook, the instruction of Sally Michener, the lesbian community and several generations of
relatives locked up in institutions.

Gary Pearson

Gary Pearson paints with oil on linen canvas. His images include grids, conduit-like pipes,
spirals, rectangles and figures. This sounds very traditional, but in fact, the paintings use paint in
a totally new way, an almost crude surface evolves because there is no falling back upon paint
trickery, clever effects or charming colour. Colour in Pearson’s paintings often defies verbal
description: they are ochre-like?, a sort of grey?, almost a yellow?, a near-white? The images are
vaguely familiar, but can never be literally pinned down as “something”. Even the figures are an
entirely new symbol for the human form.

This work is from an informed artist, aware of art history and contemporary trends, but
inventing a new painterly language totally avoiding cliche to produce a challenging art that gives

us no well-worn answers.

The VIVA Foundation was created by Doris and Jack Shadbolt in 1988. Previous winners are
Carol Itter, Neil Wedman, Carel Moiseiwitsch, Stan Douglas, Terry Ewasiuk and David Ostrem.
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A press kit containing photographs and detaiied biographical information is available upon
request. Call Janice Whitehead, (604)254-140S.





