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YIVA FOUNIIATION ANNOUNCES 1993 CASN A'ARII 
'INNERS

On AprlL 27, 1993 at  8:00 p.m. at  the Emlly Carr  Col lege of  Art
and Deslgn ln Vancouver the VM Select lon Commlt tee announced
that Vancouver art  ls ts Elspeth Prat t  and f ,enry Tsang are the
reclplents of  the 1993 VM cash awards. The commlt tee feels that
the two chosen art lsts have both made outstandlng long-term
commltments to thelr  work as v lsual  ar t  ls ts and a cont lnulng
contr lbut lon to the development of  v lsual  ar t  ln th ls reglon. The
Select lon Commlt tee wlshes to acknowledge that ln spl te of
l lml ted l lnanelal  support  and recotnl t lon,  Pnatt  and Tsang have
wl l l lngly proceeded wlth the development and product lon of  thelr
own work and have made a v ls lb le and slgnl f lcant contr lbut lon to
the cul tural  l l fe of  thelr  communlty.

The VM Select lon Commlt tee ls made uP of  ar t lsts,  cr l t lcs and
curators who are asked by the Foundat lon to br lng together a
select lon of  unsol lc l ted nomlnees to be dlscussed wlth respect to
thelr  appropr lateness for th ls Award. In th ls sense l t  ls  not  a
compet l t lon and art lsts are not asked to make submlsslons. The
mandate of  the commlt tee ls provlnce-wlde and lncludes a var lety
of  medla.  In l ts f l rst  three years the award has acknowledged the
work of  ar t ls ts f rom B.C. whom the Commlt tee fel t  were deservlng
of support .  Whl le the number of  deservlng art lsts ls far  larger
than the resources of  the Foundat lon,  the Select lon Commlt tee
makes every ef for t  to ldent l fy through l ts process a palr  of
art lsts whose bel lef  ln what they do ls ref lected ln thelr
longstandtng commltment to thelr  work and the art . ls t lc  l l fe of
Br l t  lsh Columbla.

An addl t lonal  cash award was presented to Vancouver art lst  Er lc
tetcal le under the ausplces of  VM ln memory of  curator Alv ln
Balk lnd.

The VM Foundat lon was created by Dor ls and Jack Shadbol t  ln
1988. Prevlous wlnners are Carol  I t ter ,  Nel l  Wedman, Carel
Molselwl tsch, Stan Douglas,  Terry Ewasluk'  Davld Ostrem,
Perslmmon Blackbr ldge, Gary Pearson and Alv ln Balk lnd.

A press kt t  contnlnlng photographs and detal led blographlcal
ln lorrat lon ls aval lable upon request.  Cal l  Janlce th l teheedt
(604) 264-1408.
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AI{ I IUAL 910,000 VM AtfARD t{rr f tERs FOR 1993:

ELSPETH PRATT
Born 1953
BFA 1981, Universi ty of  l , [ani toba
l{FA 1984 Universi ty of  B.C.

Elspeth Prat t ,  took her art  t ra in ing at  the Universi ty of
i lani toba, Sydney Universl ty,  Austral ia and the Universi ty of
Brt t lsh Columbia,  graduat ing tn 1984 with a M.F.A. She has
received several  grants f rom provincial  and federal  ar ts
funding agencies.  She has had solo shows at  the Contemporary
Art  Ga1ler/r  Vancouver,  YYZ, Toronto and the Southern
Alberta Art  Ga11€F/r  Lethbr idte.

Prat t ,  e sculptor,  creates archl tectural  obJects out of
connonplace nater ia ls such as stryofoan insulat ion,  pLywood,
cardboard and fabr lc.  Her archi tectural  intervent lon 1s e
type of  feninist  act iv ism. In the same way that much of  the
archi tecture that  we l ive wi th today ninics previous bui ld in6
mater ia ls,  these artworks pass along complex messates
without the unnecessary ponposi ty of  nonol i th ic displays of
grani te and marble.

HEITRY TS.II|G
Born 1964
BFA 1986, Universi ty o f  B.  C.

Henry Tsang has worked ln instal lat ion,  v ideo, perfornance
and photo-based mediums. Much of  h is work deals wi th
cul tural  ldent i ty,  explor lng the space between cul tures
resul t ing f rom contact ,  inf luence and doninance. In 1991, he
co-curated the mult id iscipl inary exhibi t ion "Sel f  Not l {hoIe:
Cul tural  Ident i ty and Chinese-Canadian Art lsts 1n
Vancouver".  He has been an act ive member of  . the Vancouver
Associat lon for  Nonconmercial  Cul ture,  whlch is comnit ted to
the investtgat ion and intervent ion of  cuLtural  pract ices in
the publ lc sphere,  has taught at  the Ef i l1y Carr  CoLlege of
Art  and DesJ.gn, Vansouver and current ly s i ts on the B.C.
Advtsory Conmit tee for the Status of  the Art lst .  Recent ly,
his sLte-speci f lc  instalLat ion for  the Kamloops Art  Gal lery
involved a resurrect ion of  Chinook Jargon, en intercuLturaL
ptdgin widely used on the west coast of  North America
throughout the t9th century.
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T|IXXER OP THE SPECIAL DOf,ON AHANI'
Itr TTEUORY OF ALVIX BALKTTD:

ERIC I IETCALFE
Born 1940
BFA 1970, Unlversi tY of  Victor ia

Er lc t letcal fe,  one of  the founders of  the l lestern Front

Society in Vancouverr  ls  best known as the creator ( ln 1970)

of  h ls persona Dr.  Brute and the Ieopard spotted wor ld of

Brutopla.  Before and since l tetcal fe has used a wide rante of

nedia lncluding drawlng, sculpturer Perfornance and video to

expLore hls personal  obsessions with modern cul ture.

For most of  h is careerr  Hetcal fe has worked coLlaborat ively
and social ly.  I t  l tas th is enphasis on col laborat ionr the

social izat ion of  ar t  and new technoloty that  formed the

basis f  or  l {etcal  f  e 's o}rn pract lce.  From the leopard spots to

the perfect  enamel surfaces of  h is sculptures,  h is works

have enphasized the insidiousness of  the respressive dynamic

of pol i te cul ture.

Last yeer I  retrospect lve of  h ls work wss organlzed by the

UBC Flne Arts GaIIery.  A solo exhlbi t ion wl l -1 be mounted by

the tJ innlpeg Art  GaLlery th is year.  His work 1s regular ly

lncl-uded in exhlbl t lons ln North Amerlca and lJestern'  Europe.
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